e, £3 7

Approved For Release 2002/05/17 : CIR RDP78-02777R000500350003-3

S

JIE L. ?{I?TT"}

iG

SENTRT
At 8By

On 31 January 1997, from 1015 to 1200 hours, Hepresenta-
tive Janmils L., Hhitten uae debriefed in the Directorts Con-
ference Boow, Adminlistration Bullding, at 3 wmeeling attended
by the BCI, the -1/T and alx Ageney analyats.

Representative “hitten, ag a mewber for the past two ysars
»f the Hsuse Avpropriatiosneg Subcommittee {alse Chalromn of
the House Agriculture Subeommiitee) toured the Soviet Union
and Fast Buropean Satellites from 14 foptember to £2 October
1966, lsaving Sudapest 13 days belosre the Fungarlan uprising,

_ The primary purpaose of hls tour waz to make a {leld apprali=sal
of U2 defenac estimates., Mo made the itrip on the following
three condlitions, all 2f whieh wers granted:

1. FBo sppolntmente wiln any Comeunial offlelale, a0 that
upon pelurning to the Us3, he could nsot be chargm
with having been sold a "Comrie hill of goods.

2. Travel be permlittsd to the fullest oxtent poasible
by train and sutomoblils.

- 3. Only US Zubasey officiale be used ag interpreters,.¥

Rep. Whitten atated at the outsel of the debriefing that
he would not go dnto & detailsd descriptlon of his tour
because he already had sritten a leagthy report on 1t which
would Boon be pubilished, w*

The purpoge of hie appearance at the debriefing was o
register with CIA and the DCT hla deep concern over the lack
of & balancad Intelligence pleturs on 3oviet strengths and
weakngases In testimony presented befors the House Appropri-
ations Subcommitiee, and 1te effeets on TS publie opinion
and defense spending.

% He praised highly the services of Horace Davis, US Dpbassy,
Moscow, both as interpreter and for his knowledge and
g:ggp of Internal conditions in Aussia, particularly agri-
culture. ,

* He gave to the DU/I a eopy of hie repsst 1n galley proof
to ke reproduced for internal Agenty ues.
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Be stated that the testimony glven by the Chairman of

the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Seeretary and Under Seere-

tary of Defense created the oppesite lmpression of what U

Embasuy officlals albwroad told him as well as what he saw

furdng his tour. Ha complained that all the Subecommittes

g8te is that evidence selsoted to support a bigger and better
- milisary bulld-up sach ysar. Such evidence, he said, includes

enly the "sensationsl highlights” and fails to offmet agatnst

Russian capabilitiss the Bany very real and significant ‘

Russlan wgaknesszes which he noted during his trip.

Be elalmed that baste information on Soviet vulnerabilities

18 not being presented by U3 officials to his Subcommitteen.*
Be queetioned why this has not been done and wondered 1f ys
intelligence 1% aetually getting the broad, objective, unsen-
sationel day-to-day faets, or whether such a lsek of informa-
tion indicates a mlipup somewhers in the intelligence business.
He cited g one example the following: Befora his trip he
was briefed by the Defense Departument, particularly on Russian
tre ort and railroads, and directed to find out how rattl
transloading from narrow to wlde gauge was made at Brest
upen leaving Polsnd for Mogcow. He dlscovered there was no
réastm why the Defense Department should not have had this
information years g0, as lhe translosding procedure at Breat,
affected by hydraulic Jacks, was evident to anyone pasaing

Fough the rallegad station and yards, access to which was
unresiricted, Purthermore, this transloading procedure has
been followed for & number of years as the cars were 0ld and
worn and had white painted indicators where the jacks were
te be placed,** '

* The DCI indicated thia may be the result of eonfusion as to
which government dapartment or agency 1s responsible fopr
whskt particular category of intelligence. He states CIa
wourld be more than happy to prepare a briefing for the
Subsomuittes at any time. (Rep. Whitten's remarks are to

- be evalunted within the context and scope of his trip and
the fact he 13 elaared through Secret but has no access to
§@§ﬁ§tﬁ¥!t information and estimstes on Soviet capabilities,
vitinerabilities ang intentions.)

** Rep, Wnitten sald in passing that US military attaches
abrond are being used to do too wary thinge, which beeause
&:‘theig ¥nown status, renders

RN €XD

them congploucus in_aituatiana
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It's his lmpression that Admiral Radford and Defense
Secretary Wilaon are not getting a balanced intelligence
ploture cn the Soviet Union, He found inm questioning these
misnse offisials that they dild not appear to be aware of

nature and sxtent of recent changes in the Soviet Uanion
Stalin's death and the effect and significance of sueh
rges for defenae estimgtes. When he asked the Chairman

+ she Jolnt Chiefs of Staff to explain the reason for the
surrent budget increase, he saic Admiral Rgdford replied that

¢en no change since Stelin's death, particularly in ulti-
mets Soviet intentions for world Gomination. Rap. “hitten
sald he had observed Guring his trip that there had been all
sorts of pignificant changes since Staiin's death, which if
snoduraged, might affect ultimate Soviet intentions, should
presmies for changs become sufficlently great,

Be deplored the confusion ¢raated in US public opinton
by eontradistory statements whioh responaible U3 officials
¥o lssued on what has aaﬂ,%ggﬁaﬁt changed in the Soviet

Unlon, He feels this concusicn has resulted in a rigid,
unrealistlic and laflamed picturs of fear which Joa Bmith
earrios in his mind about Ivan Ivanovitch., He cited as one
sxample the reaction of his own constituents in Miseisatppi,
Upon learning of his Lupending trip to the Soviet Union,
many wrote him begging him not to g0. They fesred he woulad
Rever lasve the Seviet Union alive becauge of "what those
Eussians might do to you." On the eontrary, throughout his
trip he was astonighed and amazed at the friendliness and
eurlosity of the gverage citlzens he ancountered, including
Russisn s018lers (slthough, as the DCI stated, the Russian
g:zgll; Ag dlstinct from their leadershi » have traditionally
an friendly toward the American a«agle§; He was also mur-
g:%a&é,;t the ease with widbh he could take pletures wherever
e traveled, The image of en Orwellian "Big Brother" elec-
tronic eye following the eve movement of each Soviet eitizen
andt the Security Police breathin doun the neck of each peasant
ie ot sn accurate or true raflsction of internal conditiona
as b obaerved them. Yet he ia sonvinced that an astonishing

persentage of the Amertean people, fed by senamtional Journalism,

have this 1&@:&333@5 of the life of average Soviet eltizensg,*

*-§§_aai§,§# even had difficulty 1n'having his report of his
trip publiahed commercially ( £ Hews gnd World Report was
net interested) because it conk ngldaﬁﬁzfiﬂﬁg revela-

k.

tions. The DO/T supported this uno:
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Rep. Whitten eonceded his remarks 414 not mean we should
relax our guard. He made it clear he firmly supports
:;sitimn&a‘ﬁgfkaga and the necessary expenditures for nuclear
g gulded misslle development. This, he thinks, can be
achisved while st1ll cutting a "heslthy percentage” of cur-
rent defense estimates. But, he does [ind ceuse for alars in--

1. Steadlly mounting appropriations each year for de-
fense and the extent to which Congress has bullt
military o rt into such an integral part of the
UE sconomy, inoreasing that sector of employment
devnted to unproductive non-consumer goods, which
if continued unchecked may wreck the econsmy.

2. The attitude reflscted in the deseription of the
present appropriatiocns bill by the Chairman aof his
a§§-§“hﬁﬁﬁmitteﬁ as "containing something for every-
one,’

3. The spectacle of his fellow Congressmen more con-
corned with who'a gotten the most money rather
than whethar the amount appropriated 1z commensurate
with lsgitimate needs.

k. The spending of sdditlonal unnecessary funds on
the location of Air Force and military development
installations in the lemat desirable gites [using
his own state as an example) because of politieal
influence.

5. Yhe intensifled scramble (o snmap up new shares
af atocke in aireraft and other defense companies
which continue expansion as appropriations for
contracts increase each year.

~=511 of which he deplores because of the parssitic consolida-
tion of those pressures having a vested interest in maintein-
égg and perpetuating a disterted and inflamed public opinion.
his fesr of the Russlans reflected itself so effectively

in the preceding Congress that the lest budget resulted in

the unique spectacle of granting the Secretary of Defenze
econslderably more than even he asked for.

He contends that the lack of a balanced plcture in informa-
kiﬂa,gaxrantlgigrasanzaa for American consumption has developed
in the US pubilic a fear paychosis which, as reflected in Con-
greass mhs?a 1t sxcesdingly difficult to work sut bng-term
iﬁiﬁﬁiﬁa& which might now be possible in view of oppertunitics
offared by recent changes in the Soviet Union) short of war.
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He strongly urged adoption of:

i. A greatly increased sxchange of persons program to
tge direct contacta between American and
Boylet cltigens and the elimination of present

regiivements for fingerprinting exchange visitors

from Russia. Rep. Whitten sald he was usually asked
wherever be went in Russis the queation of “"when te
the US gelng to 1At its Iven Curtain?” He feels
fow UB officlals are sufficlently aware of the
 tremendous efforts Russia is making to attract :
teurimm on & worlid-wide basis. Many new hotels are

%&»g bulls, one recently in Brest complete with

En ixha-a?e:ki? uizar;a. The Russiane e{mm they

Wiik somplete by next summer a new four-lane hi '

from Brest to Moacow. oy

2., A program designed to take fullest advantage of pe-

’ - sent Soviet changes. Beecause Ruseians currently

‘ Bave nothing with which to compare their swn standards,
] the primary emphasis in an increased exchange program
ihopld be direct cantsct in the U3 with those con-
|t goods conmodlitles which the Soviet system can-
net supply its citizens, thereby fostering dissatis-

} faction with what Russians have at home, inereasing

preasures for change and developing demands which the
- Sovietl zystem cannol meet, Rep, whitten cited ag an
example the wery evident admiretion and curiceity

the Debasey's new Pord atatlionwagon evoked wherever

he droye. The nearest model the Russianz have pro-

- fubsd (noted at the Moscow fair) is a copy of a 1045
Bulck which is not even In mass production, He feels
the "eansumer vulnerability" is one of the most sensi-
tive Sovlet weakunesses which an effective US program
eould profitably exploit,

3¢ & concerted effort by US agencies responsible for
intelligence to provide the american people an abjec-
tive and balaneed picture of Russia and the sveryday
iife mnd aftitudes of its people to relax tensions
and relsase pressures on Congress which, In turn,
would permit a more positive approach toward finding,
ghort of war, selutions to current problems., Beeause,
fron what he cbserved, husslan realities are so far
below Russlan claims of achievement, there 1s wmyeh
in which the American pedple can take comfort and
ppportunity, which would aleo facilitate more favarable

5
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conditions for the econduct and scquisition of -
:gazjl gence. He belisves it is ;ai{t as 1@::%? "
¢ seil this aspect of the picture to the American

pedple as 1t 1s for Congress to eontinue to suthorize

Decessary funds for legitimate US defense needs. .
m&m ween these two poilnts, the Gepresentative from
\#alesippl pleads for a "sane” balance ,*

* The DD/I felt tifat such m sver oap |

Whitten for 4 wv_suen ‘er-all program urged by Rep
o t“ﬁsﬁr% Wﬁ% :ﬁflt"%ﬁaim %ﬁumuzﬁeggig 1
the Presi mthﬁt éfmﬁaa gmﬁ#m 8 leadership and prestige of

Rep. Whitten showed colored siides take
iy ~ : n on his toy
made them available for Agency screening and R;feur and
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